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Hispanic/Latino/a History, Theology and Ministry 
CS621 
Spring 2005 
Asubury Theological Seminary 
Zaida Maldonado Pérez, Professor 
 
 
Contact Information:  
Office Hours: Tues. 5:30-7:00 or by appointment  
(O) 407-482-7647  
(You can also reach me by phone, preferably during office hours, or by email.) 
Zaida_Perez@asburyseminary.edu 
 
Course Description: 
This course will explore the relationship between the dominant white majority and Hispanic/Latino 
groups within the United States, the Hispanic/Latino experience in the United States, and their 
contribution to what constitutes the “American experiment”.  The role of the church as both perpetuator 
and reconciler will be considered. 
 
Course Objectives: 
Upon successful completion of this course will be able to: 
• Discuss, with some depth, the social and religious history and experience of Hispanic/Latinos/as 
in the United States. 
• Discuss the religious and socio-political impact of Hispanic/Latinos/as in the United States  
• Articulate various Hispanic/Latino/a theological perspectives. 
• Describe some of the fundamental principles of how Hispanic/Latinos/as do theology. 
• Begin to critically apply their knowledge to how they “do” ministry. 
• Recognize and explain key socio-theological terms used by Hispanic/Latinos/as. 
• Know where to look for further written and community (religious and other) resources that will 
further their knowledge and understanding of Latinos/as in the United States. 
 
Course Texts: 
1.  De La Torre, Miguel and Edwin Aponte, Introducing Latino/a Theologies  
(Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2001). ISBN: 1570754004  
2.  Rodriguez, José David and Loida I. Martell-Otero, editors, Teología en Conjunto:  
A Collaborative Hispanic Protestant Theology (Louisville, KY: Westminster  
John Knox Press, 1997.  ISBN: 0664256651 
3.  Abalos, David T., The Latino Male: A Radical Definition (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 2002) 
   ISBN 1-55587-906-3 
4.  Rodriguez, Clara E., Changing Race: Latinos, the Census, and the History of Ethnicity 
 in the United States (NY: New York Press, 2000)  ISBN:0-8147-7547 
Note: Students will also be assigned other readings. 
 
Abbreviations: 
The following abbreviations will be used for the assigned texts: 
ILT Introducing Latino/a Theologies  
TEC Teología en Conjunto: A Collaborative Hispanic Protestant Theology 
Recommended Readings: 
Please refer to the list below for a bibliography.  Note also that two of our textbooks, Introducing 
Latino/a Theologies and The Latino Male: A Radical Definition provide an excellent selected 
bibliography including one that is annotaded!  Please take the time to peruse through these. 
 
 
SCHEDULE OF CLASES 
 
1ra CLASE: 10 de febrero 
• Syllabus 
• Introductions 
• What do you know? 
 
2da CLASE: 17 de febrero 
•  “U.S. Hispanics: Who Are They?” pp. 9-42 in ILT 
• *“On Doing Hispanic Theology” pp.11-22 in TEC   
Assignment: 
 Be prepared to respond to the questions on pp. 40-41 in ILT 
 Discussion of chs. in TEC   
 What is it saying? 
 How does it differ from what I have learned?  (What are the nuances, if any?) 
 How does it impact my understanding of ministry, of the church, etc.? (E.g. 
doctrines, theology, theological method.)  Be concrete. 
  
3ra CLASE: 24 de febrero 
 Movie and discussion 
 Assignment: 
• “Latinos in the U.S. Race Structure” pp. 3-26 in CR 
• “The Idea of Race” pp. 27-46 in CR 
 
4ta CLASE: 3 de marzo 
• “Stories of Self-Definition” pp. 47- 55 in in CR 
•  “Common Cultural Themes within a Community-Based Theology” pp. 42-70 in ILT 
• *“Love in the Crossroads: Stepping-Stones to a Doctrine of God in Hispanic/Latino 
Theology” pp.22-32 in TEC 
Assignment: 
 Be prepared to respond to the questions on pp. 69-70 in ILT 
Discussion of chs. in TEC (Refer to discussion questions.) 
 
5ta CLASE: 10 de marzo 
• “Stories of Self-Definition” pp. 55-62  in CR 
• “Theological Perspectives” pp. 71-96 in ILT 
• *“In Memory of Me: Hispanic/Latino Christology beyond Borders”  
pp. 33-49 in TEC   
Assignment: 
 Be prepared to respond to the questions on pp. 95-96 in ILT 
Discussion of chs. in TEC   
 
6ta CLASE: 17 de marzo 
• “Whites and Other Social Races” pp. 65-74 in CR 
• “Historia”: Reflections on the Latino/a Story” pp. 97-116 in ILT 
• *“The Holy Spirit—Personalization and the Affirmation of Diversity: A Pentecostal 
Hispanic Perspective” pp. 50-65 in TEC 
 
Assignment: 
 Be prepared to respond to the questions on pp.115-116 in ILT 
Discussion of other readings. 
 
